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While Boston and oilier

cities liavo "Shakespeare in

Hie Park," Duxbury will soon

have "Conipiile lh ihc

Muiiunieiil,"

Outdoor tfieaira will make

iis return lo town tliis July

with ;in ambitious new per-

forHiancc company of young

residents turning the'dilapi

dated stage behind ihc Mylcs

SmndLsh Monument into the

magical setting for Pierre

Corneillc's 17th century fable.

The Illusion.

"The area is such a roman

tic setting that i! suits llic piny

continued on page 15

The Gurnet iheatre Project

will stage their first produc

tion outdoors at the tolyles

Standisli Reservation.
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well," said Brian PaJiey, co-

founder of the Gurnel Theatre
Project. "This is the first

place we thought of to do out

door theatre in Duxbury."

Ttiofio Ltuiughis were bom

on ;i lute night this winter ns

Fahey, a 200(] graduate of

Dusbury High School and

200-1 graduate ofNortheastern

University, was talking with

fellow DHS class of 2000

alum Michelle Kordis about

fanning their own theatre

company for summer per-

ibmiimces in town.

The space localetl directly

behind the inonumeRi is one

lined with grass, and ideal for

picnicking, leading up lo a

si.me patio and wooden per

gola thai form a perfeel stage

for ihose wiih imaginations

like Kordis.

"As kids, my brother

Kevin and 1 would come up

here and take to the stage to

perform for our parents and

dogs," said Kordis, a 2004

graduate of Smith College.

"So we started inquiring about

die space a! the monument

and then everything just look

off. We went lo town hid! to

get our business permit, went

lo ihe hank and set tip at;

Damaged by time and last month's nor'easter, the patio ant!

wooden pergola at the Myles Stnmlisii Reservation will [jet a

makeover to become a working stage in time ior the July 21-
24 free productions of The illusion.

and paperwork filed lo the

stale's parks division to utilize

[he land at ihe- Myles Slandish

Monument Slate Reservation,

next came picking the per

formance. At Northeastern,
Fahcy, a theatre major, look a

set design course and worked

with Cornci lie's obscure

work, which was adapted to

English by Pulitzer Prize win

ning author Tony Ku.shner io

give it a modern makeover.

The play follows a lawyer

whi) approaches ihe mystical

lair of a sorcerer to find out

about [he son he abandoned as

"We founded Hits company to do one show, bat it took tin a
life of its own and we arc hopeful to keep (joint;. Every (IlG-
alre major says 'when I have my own company...,' so this is
n dreafli came true lor us."

- Gurnet Theatre Project co-founder Brian Fancy

accoimi and in one day, we

v-vi'c official."

With the company formed

a child. Through magical

visions, the father sees his son

ill a number of scemrios that

bewilder, amuse and anger

him with a final iwisl sure to

amuse- the audience.

Fahey said that he wanted

lo bring this lale to town

because of ihe appreciation

for arts in Duxbury and to add

one more element to summers

in [his ideal selling.

"There is a lot that goes on

here during the summer like

boating and beach-going, but

nothing like this," he said.

"Bvcryone is outdoors during

die summer and most aie sur

prised when they learn about

the space at die monument. So

why not use if for free outdoor

theatre?" >

Fahey ami Kordis didn't

have lo go far lor performers

find staff io stage the play.

railing upon friends and fami

ly members io fill their play

bill with names.

"Our first requirement was

enthusiasm for ihe show," said

Kordis. "Talent? Yes. Bui

enthusiasm for the process



was key and we sinned by

sending the script around to

IViencis. We were lucky thai

[here are so many tlwsatrc peo

ple in Duxhui'y."

Those people even includ

ed Kordis" brothers, Kevin

and Kciili, who have joined

the Project lor their inaugural

performance.

With brother Keith behind

the scenes as assisianl stage

manager, Kevin will lie Irani

and center on-stagc as

Maiamore, who Fahey says

"sleals the show."

"They told me siboul the

project and thai I'd be pcrlcd

for die role as a* lunatic, so i

thought that was great," said

Kevin Kordis. a DHS gradu

ate in 2002 and student ai

UMas?. ■■Michelle and 1 have

both done theatre before, bul

this will lie our first time on

stage together."

The, Illusion will also be a

family affair for Kristcn and

Abbe Schnibbe. who last

appeared on the same stage, in

2002's The Music Man with

the Hay Players.

"Brian sent me an e-mail

about the Project and I sard

'yes' without a script," said

Kristen, DHS class of 2003

and liie love interest in the

play. "Bcjiil; with Abbe will

also be great as 'sometimes sis

ters don't gel along, but this is

.something we arc both inter

ested in and wanl to do so

much."

Abbe, 15, echoed her sis-

ter'fi sentiment;;, saying she is

"puniped" (o work as an assis

tant stage manager on the per

formance alter being on stage

in school performances.

As the entire cast and crew

spend June finishing up read-

through sessions and securing

sponsorship to help defray

some of the cost of their free

show, Fancy is hopeful that

this first-time event for the

Project will not he their last in

Duxbury.

"We founded this company

10 do one .show, bul il loot, on

a life of its own and we arc

hopeful to keep going," he

said. "Every theatre major

says 'when i have my own

company...,' so this is a

dream conic true For us,"

The Illusion runs July 21-

24 free of charge with live

music beginning at 5:30 p.m.

andperformances at 6 p.m. at

the Mytes Slandish

Reservation. Far mure infor

mation on the Project, plus

sponsorship and advertising

opportunities, e-mail gitr-

nellhcatreproject@gmail.com


